ANIMISM
cinations.26 This is specially noticeable in times of "religious revivals," whe^a the feelings of numbers (in which there is not always "safety") are screwed to the highest pitch by fanatical, if well-meaning, preachers, who know little of the mischief done thereby to sensitive souls, with rare result of permanent change of character. Then there is the tendency in many minds, classed as intelligent, to fly to supernatural explanations of unusual events. Pan, the terror-inspiring god, is not dead.
The " feare of things invisible," which is the "naturall Seed of Religion," has derived its germinating force from Animism. Por the essence of religion is in the doctrine of spirits, beings of unknown, and, therefore, of dreaded potency, the force of which has declined as knowledge has advanced. We are beset behind and before with the impossibility of putting ourselves in man's place at the period when, of necessity, he looked on nature with other eyes than ours. We have weighed and measured the stars ; we have captured their light in our prisms and extracted therefrom the secret of their structure;
26 For remarkable examples of these, see Gustave Le Bon's The Crowd, chap. ii. sect. 2.
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